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Brutus (p. 76) ; the farmers, coloni, and free workers of the cities 
in the Roman Empire were not " submerged in an influx of uncul- 
tured and barbarous strangers " in the Germanic migrations (p. 
Ill) ; serfdom lasted far beyond 1811 in parts of Germany (p. 206) ; 
the nobility was not " entirely exempted from taxation " under the 
old regime in France (p. 224) ; the faille and vingtieme did not 
"affect agricultural labor exclusively" (p. 230) ; steamboats were 
"invented" long before 1837 (p. 273) ; and the Congress of Am- 
sterdam was not held in 1900, when " Russia was engaged in a 
desperate war with Japan" (p. 351). 

It is just because Mr. Hyndman's book is written in a captivating 
and positive style, with a rich equipment of historical erudition, that 
it is necessary to point out these serious faults in its foundations and 
structure; and to dissent from the enthusiastic prediction of the 
publisher's announcement that it " will be in the next five years the 
most widely read and used book on social problems ... by all 
people who have gotten beyond the Bible and Shakespeare " — what- 
ever the last phrase may mean. _ _ _, 

e David Saville Muzzey. 

The Industrial and Commercial Revolution in Great Britain 
during the Nineteenth Century. By L. C. A. Knowles. London, 
George Routledge and Sons, Ltd. ; New York, E. P. Dutton and 
Company, 1921. — xii, 412 pp. 

This book endeavors to account for the causes of British economic 
greatness during the nineteenth century and its effect upon the world 
at large. The author, a lecturer in the London School of Economics, 
has within comparatively narrow limits amassed a wealth of mate- 
rial. But she has done much more. Starting with the assumption 
that the nineteenth century, which she defines as the period between 
1789 and 1914, is the outcome of the " French achievement and 
advertisement of personal freedom combined with the new mechani- 
cal inventions which emanated from England", she has given an 
admirable account of what is commonly known as the Industrial 
Revolution. The outstanding features of the economic development 
of the century the author believes to have been freedom of move- 
ment and the consequent agricultural revolution, the introduction of 
machinery, resulting in the creation of a new industrial class and a 
new labor movement, mechanical transport which revolutionized 
commerce, social life and the relative importance of countries, the 
development of new national economic policies which led to an in- 
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crease of state control of industry and commerce, and, lastly, the 
inauguration of a new era of national expansion and colonization 
with its attendant national interdependence and national rivalry. 

The work is divided into seven parts. Part I is introductory. 
Part II, in which the author seeks to show that the Industrial Revo- 
lution was caused primarily by machinery, discusses the principal 
features of the revolution, why it began in Great Britain, the textile 
inventions, the factory system, and the economic and social effects 
thereof. The factory system in her opinion did not create the evils 
of overwork and child labor, but intensified them and brought them 
into prominence. In Part III, entitled " The Industrial and Com- 
mercial Policy of Great Britain during the nineteenth century", 
four main topics are treated : laissez-faire and reaction, improvement 
in the welfare of the working classes, the causes of British supremacy, 
and the contrast between the individualism of Great Britain and 
French and German paternalism. This section concludes with a 
salient account of the differences between the rural Britain of 1815 
and a commercial-manufacturing Britain of 1914. The revolutionary 
influence of roads, canals, railways and steamships and the problem 
of their control form the content of Parts IV and V. Part VI is 
devoted to the " New Imperialism ". After summarizing the colo- 
nial history of Britain a fairly complete resume is given of the at- 
tempts which have been made to weld the empire together. Part 
VII elaborates in some detail the effect of the development of 
mechanical transport on British and Irish agriculture. 

Much of the ground covered has been traversed before, but 
nowhere in the English language is there to be found a better col- 
lection of facts relative to the Industrial Revolution, or a more 
meritorious attempt to interpret them, than in this volume. It is 
doubtful, indeed, if all its readers will agree that the remarkable 
economic transformation of the nineteenth century was, in its begin- 
ning, very greatly affected by the French Revolution. Undoubtedly 
the gospel of liberty, fraternity and equality which was sounded 
over western and central Europe, helped to crystallize the desire for 
economic, social and political reform. But the argument might well 
be advanced that such reforms were in large measure the resultant, 
rather than the causation, of economic changes. 

The work throughout shows first-hand acquaintance with the 
sources. The book is extremely readable and is equipped with a 
well-selected bibliography and a very usable index. 

Harry J. Carman. 

Columbia University. 



